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World Music Drumming -- Course Requirements & Expectations
Class Materials:

· Pencil with a good eraser

· Notebook

· Loose-leaf binder (optional)
Expectations:

· I expect you to be on time.  I expect you to be polite in class – remember that the more you understand about different types of music (and styles of playing), the greater your overall musical knowledge will be.  It is important to understand that all forms of music use ideas from many different kinds of music.
· Attendance is crucial in this class.  Since this class is largely hands-on and taught in the oral tradition:  you cannot learn the material if you are not present!
· Be attentive to classroom direction & focused during independent study.

· Demonstrate through participation & performance the understanding of musical concepts (technique, rhythms, notes, articulations, dynamics, form, tone quality)

· Observe proper posture & playing position – Perfect practice makes perfect!

· Be prepared every class with instruments, books and materials.

· Respect yourself, others, the director and classroom property at all times.

WMD Lab Rules:
1. FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS.
2. ABSOLUTELY NO food or drinks are allowed in the lab.

3. Percussion instruments are to be treated with care & respect.  THEY BELONG TO THE STUDENT BODY.

4. All rules applying to the central classroom apply to all areas used for practice and instruction.

5. Lav/Locker passes will be issued to only one student at a time.  Students must legibly sign in/out of the classroom with their full name, date and time.

GRADING:

All instruction is geared to PLAYING.  We GUARENTEE that each student who works during the class periods will be able to play fairly well at the end of the semester.  Grades, therefore, are geared towards this concept.  The breakdown is as follows:

WEEKLY CLASS PARTICIPATION & COOPERATION/SKILL PROFICIENCIES:

50%

WRITTEN EXAMS:








25%

HOMEWORK/RECITALS:







25%
**Academic Enrichment will be assigned to students who fall below a 70 average.  Failure to stay for A.E. will result in a referral to your house dean.
OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of the WMD curriculum, students will:

· Communicate better with their fellow students & others by having learned:

· How to listen to others,

· Respect for the need of others to have their own musical & personal space,

· The importance of leaving spaces (silence) for others to drum (speak),

· How to lead and how to follow (solo & back-up).

· Understand & demonstrate the value & techniques of cooperative teamwork.

· Demonstrate techniques for playing various types of drums & other percussion equipment.

· Sing songs with percussion & other instruments from various multicultural traditions.

· Improvise new drumming ensemble patterns which are complementary to those played by other students.
· Create (with a small group of fellow students) new drum ensembles (circles) in the style of various drumming traditions.

· Listen actively & critically to various styles of music which interlude percussion.  While listening, students will:

· Echo drum & singing patterns played by others,

· Identify the type of instruments being played,

· Recognize & label styles of music,

· Identify the probable culture from which it comes.

· Understand & place greater value on the peoples and musical cultures of Africa & the Caribbean.  Students will:

· Describe the way drumming is done in at least two contrasting traditions,

· Discuss how traditional drumming may be the same or different from contemporary styles in various cultures,

· Have greater respect for the people represented by the traditions studied.

· Understand how music reflects similar cultural themes and patterns found in art, dance, literature, social patterns, work, etc. of the cultures studied.

Detach the bottom portion of this paper and return within the 1st week of class.





I have read & understand the expectations and grading policy for World Music Drumming.

Student name:





     Date:






Student Signature:




     Parent Signature:





