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Piano/Keyboard -- Course Requirements & Expectations

Class Materials:

· Pencil with a good eraser

· Notebook (optional)
· Quiz list packet
Expectations:

· I expect you to be on time.  I expect you to be polite in class – remember that the more you understand about different types of music (and styles of playing), the greater your overall musical knowledge will be.  It is important to understand that all forms of music use ideas from many different kinds of music.
· Be attentive to classroom direction & focused during independent study.

· Demonstrate through participation & performance the understanding of musical concepts (technique, rhythms, notes, articulations, dynamics, form, tone quality)

· Observe proper posture & playing position – Perfect practice makes perfect!

· Be prepared every class with quiz list, books and materials.

· Respect yourself, others, the director and classroom property at all times.

· The keyboard is to be in proper playing condition at all times.

Keyboard Lab Rules:

1. FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS.
2. ABSOLUTELY NO food or drinks are allowed in the lab.

3. Keyboards are to be treated with care & respect.  THEY BELONG TO THE STUDENT BODY.

4. Students should NEVER use music stands for anything other than piano music!
5. Students should NEVER use keyboards as a table or chair!

6. No student should write anything on their music.  Writing in letter names or fingerings will result in you never learning to read the music; therefore will adversely affect your grade!
7. All rules applying to the central classroom apply to all areas used for practice and instruction. 

8. Lav/Locker passes will be issued to only one student at a time.  Students must legibly sign in/out of the classroom with their full name, date and time.

GRADING:

All instruction is geared to PLAYING.  We GUARENTEE that each student who works during the class periods will be able to play fairly well at the end of the semester.  Grades, therefore, are geared towards this concept.  The breakdown is as follows:
WEEKLY CLASS PARTICIPATION & COOPERATION:




50%

SKILL PROFICIENCIES /WRITTEN EXAMS:






40%

NOTE QUIZZES: 










10%
CURRICULUM:

· Develop a foundation in reading musical notation on the piano (standard & tablature)

· Develop a foundation in reading & performing a variety of rhythms and meters

· Repertoire chosen from various styles including, but not limited to:  rock/popular, classical, world music, folk, jazz and blues  (see playing quizzes in packet) 
· Root position chords
· Hand coordination and independence
· Improvisation

· Keyboard/piano fundamentals: technique, scales, fingerings, repertoire, etc
· Develop techniques in musical expression and phrasing
· Solo (and ensemble, if applicable) repertoire

Detach the bottom portion of this paper and return within the 1st week of class.




I have read & understand the expectations and grading policy for Piano/keyboard.

Student name:





     Date:





Student Signature:




     Parent Signature:






