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This class will cover an overview of the History Rock and Roll (1950’s - 1990’s) and it’s Roots.

Weeks 1 – 2 “Roots”


Blues, Gospel, Country, Folk, Jazz, 40’s Pop, Rhythm and Blues

“the 50’s”


Society, McCarthyism, teen rebellion, RnR coined, Elvis Presley, anti-rock movement, 1959 Rock almost dies…

Weeks 3 - 5 “the 60’s”


Teen idols, post Payola, Don Kirchner & the girls groups, California and Surf Rock, Civil Rights Movement, Motown & Stax/Volt (soul music), British Invasions, Folk revival, Vietnam, propaganda, Psychedelic Rock, Summer of Love, assassinations of MLK, JFK, RFK, Malcom X, Woodstock, etc…

Weeks 6 - 7 “the 70’s”


We becomes Me, Funk, Progressive Rock, New Wave, Mainstream Rock, Adult Oriented Rock, Reggae, Glam Rock, Punk Rock, Southern Rock, Hard Rock, Middle of the Road, Disco, Production Line Rock, Jazz-Rock/Fusion

Week 8 “Hip Hop & Rap”


Origins, Who’s Who, DJ, MC, Break Boys/Girls, Graffiti Art, Mainstream, Gangsta Rap, Parental Advisory/Censorship

Week 9 - 10 “the 80’s”


MTV, Technological Developments, Michael Jackson, Heavy Metal, Indie, Techno, New Blues, Contemporary Adult Rock, Rock n Roll Hall of Fame

Week 11 -12 “the 90’s”


Cover vs. Tribute Bands, Grunge, Alternative, Brit Pop, Technodance, Boy Bands, Virtual pop, Contemporary Female Performers, Folk Revival, Hardcore

“World Music”

What is it? Who does it? Why is it important?

“Musicals & Musical Theater”


History of Broadway (Popular 1940s music…)
 “What’s popular today?” (time permitting)


What is it & where did it come from? 

(“Review and Final Exams”(
