1990’s -- History of RnR notes


The 1990’s = the electronic age!

· World Wide Web born in 1992 changing the way we communicate (email), do business (e-commerce), etc…

· By ’94, 3 million people online; by ’98 100 million people.  

· Internet lingo: emoticons [: )  :* etc…], BTW, LOL, FAQs, SPAM, etc…

· TV in 98% of households by 1998

EVENTS:

· 1990 – Sadam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait & resultant Gulf War

· 1993 – war in Somalia; trying to oust the warlord General Adid

· 1994 – overthrow of military dictatorship in Haiti

· 1996 – 20,000 US Troops sent to Bosnia as part of NATO peace keeping force
· 1999 – (March) US joins NATO in an airstrike against Yugoslavia to halt government’s policy of ethnic cleansing in the province of Kosovo

· Sex scandal in military: “Tailhook affair” in which Navy & Marine Corps fliers were accused of sexually abusing 26 women

· President Clinton accused of sexual misconduct.  End of decade narrowly escapes impeachment for perjury & obstruction of justice

Violence! –

· ’92 So. Central L.A. rioted after 4 white policemen were acquitted of video-taped assault charges for beating black motorist, Rodney King.

· 1993 – terrorism comes to U.S. as a bomb blows up the World Trade Center

· Same month, the unsuccessful raid on the Branch Davidian cult compound in Waco, TX (led by David Koresh) by the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms [4 agents killed]
· 1995 – OJ Simpson tried for murder of wife and her male friend, Ron Goldman (pointed out the continual racial division in the country)

· April 19, 1995 - Bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal building in Oklahoma City (perpetrated by US Army veteran Timothy McVeigh)

· In months between Feb ’96 –April ’99 were @ least 14 incidents of school shootings.  The most lethal on April 20, 1999 @ Columbine H.S. in Littleton, Colorado when 14 students, 1 teacher killed and 23 wounded

GOOD-
· Minimum wage increased to $5.15/hr.
· Stock market reaches all-time high

· US hosts the summer Olympics in Atlanta in 1996

HISTORIC-
· American Disabilities Act in July ’90 – protects rights of Americans with physical or mental disabilities

· Sept ’93 – Don’t ask, don’t tell” (keep sexuality hidden in the military)

· Brady Bill – 5 day waiting period when purchasing a gun

· Dec 31, 1999 @ noon – US returned control of the Panama Canal to Panama ending 85 years of US control

· Sally Ride & Shannon Lucid are 1st women in space

· CD burners commonplace – Napster, Morpheus, Kazaa offered online file sharing; the recording industry fights back with lawsuits

· 1993, Gordon Shaw publishes a study on the Mozart Effect.  (Some music Improve test scores by as much as 30%)

Alternative Music:  roots back to the 80’s college scene (bands like REM, the Smiths, the Cure) emerges with Brit bands (Echo & the Bunnymen, The Smiths, The Cure)
Local groups: The Throwing Muses (from Newport, RI)

The Pixies (UMASS & RISD) [Huge influence on Nirvana!]

Jane’s Addiction(Perry Farrell, lead singer creates Lollapolooza)

*Before Oz Fest, before Lilith Fair (founded by Sarah McLachan) there was Lollapalooza – starts in ’91 by Perry Farrell (frontman for Jane’s Addiction) – a traveling rock/culture festival for the new breed of bands emerging in the West coast scene. – whole embrace of alternative lifestyle:   

   tattooing, piercing, tribal face painting

Hole (Courtney Love – girlfriend of Kurt Cobain)

The Breeders (bass player of the Pixies forms the Breeders w/ her sister – Kin & Kelly Deal)

Grunge grows out of Alternative – BUT Grunge is a lifestyle, Alternative is a look & a sound.  Originates in Seattle, Washington.

(Early 90’s)
· Grunge is last great rock form to emerge

· Since then guitar-driven rock has fallen off

· Posters were used to let public know about concerts (similar to 60’s movement)

· Artistically awesome!

· Influences: Glam movement, Punk (urgency, dissatisfaction) & Heavy Metal

· Rebels against American Music Industry

· The backlash happens in Seattle with independent sub-pop label signs Nirvana who addresses global issues with indifference to the conventions of RnR

· Early grunge groups: Soundgarden, Alice in Chains, Stone Temple Pilots, Pearl Jam

Biggest group to come out of the Grunge scene is Nirvana.  Their biggest song “Smells Like Teen Spirit” from Nevermind album.  (new voice for the generation = Kurt Cobain.  Commits suicide on his way to becoming the ‘John Lennon’ of Generation X – lyrics “Here we are now, entertain us” puts into words a discontented, disconnected, and disinterested youth culture!)


On Kurt’s wall: “Mom hates dad, dad hates mom and everyone hates Kurt”



Parents’ marriage was a shambles



Would run away and live under bridges



“Tortured soul”

Very representative of the “Latch key kid” (both parents working so kid comes home from school and has to let him/herself in and fend for themselves)
The movie Singles brings Grunge to National attention.
90’s: Big fairs & tours; like “Warp Band Tours” eventually (late 90’s?) Lollapalooza – starts in ’91 by Perry Farrell (frontman for Jane’s Addiction) – a traveling rock/culture festival for the new breed of bands emerging in the West coast scene. After ’97 cancelled (not selling) Oz fest not doing as well… possibly end of big fairs???  (not really… comes back in ‘03)

By end of 90’s almost every genre sprouted an alternative subcategory.

Alternative definitions:

(1) “Underground & independent” music that challenges the status quo (anti-mainstream)

(2) Music industry’s use to denote the various choices available. (Bound up with the need to identify & exploit new trends, styles and audiences.)

In 90’s Punk collapses (symbolized by the Sex Pistols break up in ‘78)

“local” college students & college radio stations listen to ‘underground’ scene.

· Local anti-commercial, guitar-based music that blended the “Do It Yourself” sensibility of 70’s Punk with the thick, heavily sonic textures of Heavy Metal.

· Lyrics: (taboo) drug use, depression, incest, suicide, social/political movements-environment, abortion rights AIDS activism

Hardcore- extreme variation of Punk (starts in early 80’s) featuring groups like:

Dead Kennedy’s (San Francisco), Circle Jerks (LA), the Germs, X, Black Flag, Butthole Surfers (with Ramones and Sex Pistols energy, but played much faster)

· Slam dancing/moshing

Inspired by the counter-culture of the 60’s

Phish: extended approach of Grateful Dead (wove rock folk, jazz, country, bluegrass and pop in their music) -- very devoted to improve!

Also Blues Traveler & Dave Mathews Band – provided optimistic, energetic open-minded alternative to nihilism & self-absorption of many other alt. rock bands

NEW COUNTRY

Garth Brooks

Shania Twain

Trace Adkins

Tim McGraw

George Strait

Billy Ray Cyrus

Vince Gill

Dixie Chicks

Faith Hill

Biggest success story of the 1990’s – women!


Fiona Apple, Tori Amos, Alanis Morrissette, Jewel, Shawn Colvin

· Don’t have to be a sex star to perform!
ALTERNATIVE FOLK, HIP-HOP & COUNTRY
(FOLK) Ani DiFranco – resisted the lure of corporate music business created  the independent record label: “Righteous Babe Records”

“home spun, low-tech music” – lyrics important!

“Not A Pretty Girl” – carefully controlled fluctuations in musical texture, verbal density and emotional color.  Blends progressive outlook of urban folk with rebellious energy of alternative rock.  --> demonstrates that social injustice registers in mind but also in heart.

Also: Tracy Chapman, Jewel, Indigo Girls, Tracy Chapman


Performances can also be very small, informal at local “coffee houses”

(HIP HOP) Lauren Hill – self-conscious alternative to violence & sexism of Dr. Dre, Notorius B.I.G., 2Pac


Blends rap, reggae & R&B

(COUNTRY) K.D. Lang – “Patsy Cline- archetype” (she actually started as a Patsy Cline imitator in 1982, but she was never quite “right” with Nashville b/c of rhinestone suits, cat-eye glasses and androgynoue image.


Involved in a scandal – “meat stinks” campaign – People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals [P.E.T.A.] led to stations boycotting her music (she was performing in cattle country after all…) & in ’92 announcing her homosexuality  (which actually helped her career-she became an “icon of lesbian chic”) in 90’s crossed over to adult contemporary pop. 

CONTEMPORARY FEMALES
Jewel (folk)
Joan Osbourne

Alanis Morrisette

Sheryl Crow

Sarah McLachlan

Melissa Etheridge

Tori Amos

Ani DiFranco

TEEN POP
Mariah Carey

Britney Spears

Christina Aguilera

Mandy Moore

Jessica Simpson

Spice Girls

BOY BANDS

N’Sync

Backstreet Boys

NKoTB

98 Degrees
· These ”teen idols” fill a vacuum. Ills the space to identify with youth (ie: Britney Spears “Satisfaction”)

BRIT POP

Oasis, Blur, Radiohead
DANCE (Techno, Jungle) “Electronica” (includes Dark Wave/Goth=synthpop + industrial; yazoo= blues+synthpop; trance=meditative; drum & Bass=emphasis on rhythm structure & bass hits)
Prodigy, Chemical Bros., Moby
NEW METAL (Rap & Heavy Metal)

Anthrax (was the 1st – they joined with Public Enemy to remake “Bring ‘Da Noise”), Limp Bizkit, Korn, Linkin Park

· Leads to a resurgence of the old Heavy Metal groups.  Ozzy gets back in the spotlight especially when creating Oz Fest. Which starts in ’96 to pair old groups with the new upcoming and coming metal bands (introduces much of the new metal talent to the public!) 

· “Bringing Metal to the Masses!”

Marilyn Manson comes from Oz Fest.  (Outside of the “metal mold”.)  He plays off every taboo possible.  [Shock sells!]  Dee Snyder (lead singer of Twisted Sister) says, “He gets it!” [Your rock persona should be bigger than life!]
In 90’s times are good: surplus $, good economics, etc, but if you’re 16 life still stinks!  His lyrics help speak for them.

Manson gets blamed for Columbine Massacre (he’s the perfect scapegoat due to his lyrical content).  Media coverage connects the two when there really is no connection there.
· Since 1970 when Black Sabbath started the Metal movement, the genre has always been associated with “evil, satansim and the ause of the world’s problems,” but the music has lasted for over 30 decades!  (2006 Black Sabbath inducted into RnR HoF)

Cover vs Tribute Bands

Tribute band: specifically plays the music of a well-known act (often one that has disbanded or stopped touring) [eg: Elvis Impersonators].  They strive to capture every nuance of imitated artist’s actions & appearance for a perfect imitation.

Cover band: plays songs by other artists

SWING REVIVAL
Brian Setzer Orchestra

Cherry Poppin’ Daddies

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy
“Throughout the early 1990s, neo-swing was mostly an underground movement, though exposure through movies such as 1993's Swing Kids and The Mask (whose hit soundtrack featured both Royal Crown Revue and the Brian Setzer Orchestra) introduced the genre to a wider audience.
By the late 90s, retro swing's popularity was increasing. The 1996 film Swingers, featuring Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, was both a critical and financial success. In 1997, third wave ska and ska punk had become a major presence in mainstream music. The commercial success of bands such as The Mighty Mighty Bosstones, who combined ska and punk with a prominent brass section, and Hepcat, who played a more traditional jazz and R&B influenced style of ska, presumably helped pave the way for neo-swing's mainstream acceptance.

Finally, in 1998 and 1999, the swing revival dominated the mainstream, thanks in part to a hugely successful television commercial for The Gap featuring the original Louis Prima recording of "Jump, Jive and Wail" and khaki-clad dancers doing the Lindy Hop. Neo-swing bands cracked the Billboard Top 50, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy played the half-time show at Super Bowl XXXIII, and retro-swing music was prominently featured in television and films such as 1999’s Blast from the Past.
Ironically, the most popular bands of this movement, the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies and Squirrel Nut Zippers, whose albums Zoot Suit Riot and Hot, respectively, both reached number one on the Billboard Top Heatseekers, were unintentionally caught up in the swing revival and tried to distance themselves from it.”

(obtained from Wikipedia)
By the early 2000s, neo-swing’s popularity had fizzled out and the majority of retro swing bands had dropped out of the public eye. Though a number of bands from the era still perform, only Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and the Brian Setzer Orchestra found continuing success, still headlining major venues such as the Hollywood Bowl
WORLD MUSIC 
· What is it? In short, it’s what the other 80% of the world’s population consider their music!

· Large portion played on traditional instruments, but western instruments such as guitar & bass have been seeping into the rich tapestry of sound during the 2nd half of the 20th century.
· 1st introduced into RnR by Paul Simon in Graceland Album (multi-cultural rhythms and percussion) & Carlos Santana

(Celtic/Irish)
Chieftains

Clancy Bros/Tommy Makem

Gaelic Storm

The Prodigals
Flogging Molly

(French)
Gypsy Kings

(Russian)

Limpopo
(African)
Babatunde Olatunji

Lady Smith Blackmambazo

(Middle Eastern)
Ravi Shankar

(Native American)
Ulali

John Rainer, Jr.

Extra credit assignment!!!


As a class or in small groups list 20 songs that you feel best represent the history of RnR.  You MUST Justify your reason for each song choice you make!
