1980’s -- History of RnR notes


The 1980’s = Me! Me! Me!
Decade of Excess! More was Better!
History: 
Ronald Reagan elected President after defeating Pres. Jimmy Carter (botched attempt to free US hostages in Iran helped), George Bush-VP

John Lennon Shot & killed in NY by Mark Chapman (shouts, “I am the Catcher in the Rye”, dropping to ground and firing.  Silences the voice of a generation.)
Rubk’s Cube craze

The Empire Strikes Back-highest grossing film of 1980, fllowed by Superman II, 9 to 5

Pacman released (becomes most successful arcade game of all time



Mount Saint Helen Erupts


Space Shuttle Challenger disaster



Live Aid (7/13/85) {food relief to Ethiopia $100 million+ raised}

1981- Arrival of MTV (1st video: Video Killed the Radio Star by the Buggles) August 1, 1981

Can now “see” a rock song – great for the music industry!  The video revolution changed just about everything.  Coinciding with the new wave movement, music television and MTV added a whole new dimension to music as an art form.
First Generation MTV stars: Michael Jackson ( 9 #1singles as well as topping charts for collaborating on the We Are the World effort by USA for Africa & his duet with former Beatle Paul McCartney on Say, Say, Say.), Madonna (“The Material Girl”-one of the most enduring stars in MTV era. Charted 7 #1 hits & her influence changed a generation.)

Madonna Louise Ciccone – sang about taboos (virginity- Like A Virgin, unwed mothers, Justify My Love -sexuality); HUGE influence/impact on fashion (she is the 1st female pop artist to have complete control over her music and image.)
Early MTV overlooked all black artists, but by popular demand Michael Jackson managed to cross that line (made color no longer an issue)

Dec 1, 1982 Thriller Album released / Dec. 2, 1983 14 minute (short film) video released and changes they way videos are made (now 4 basic types)


The Thriller Album represents an effort to find ways to mediate among the various genres of 80’s pop.  Music of Thriller is uptempo, synthesizer & bass driven, danceable music occupies a mid-ground between heavy funk (George Clinton) & brighter new wave bands (Blondie).  Album used as a creative medium. Its songs were released as hit singles (7 out of 9 made the top 10)
Thriller video -Spins & twists of story – horror movie becomes tv movie, Vincent Price (old white voice with new black style=”Rap”)
· MJ collaborates with Paul McCartney, The Girl Is Mine
· March 31, 1983 Beat It (MJ combined with Eddie Van Halen guitar solo – crossed rock with soul fusion)
* 1983 1st moonwalk Billie Jean (from Thriller) on tv special “25 Years of Motown” 

In Beat ItMJ breaks up a racially charged fight – Thriller contributes to the breakdown of Color live in pop culture. 
ADULT ROCK – aimed at boomers

Sting (Russians lyrics =cold war anthem)

Paul Simon


Bruce Springsteen (Tunnel of Love, Born in the USA = Vietnam veteran not treated well)

Tom Pety


Bonnie Raitt


Peter Gabriel


Bill Joel [reinvents himself in the 80’s]

(extra credit assignment – We Didn’t Start the Fire “Baby Boomers Anthem” [every 3-5 earns 1 pt on exam]

Elton John (I’m Still Standing--personal statement) [reinvents himself in the 80’s]

U2 is biggest Rock Band of the 80’s.

NEW WAVE: 
A lot of music starts underground then eventually gets mainstream:  (more popular in U.K. than U.S.

The Clash, The Police: leave more of the radical, dangerous parts of Punk aside


Duran Duran, Culture Club (British Invasion of the 80’s ~1983-86 (peak), DepecheMode, The Fix, Soft Cell, Adam Ant
NEW WAVE: simple songs: The Romantics (“80’s glam rock”) What I Like About You, Flock of Seagulls (the haircut bands)
(Punk goes back into the fringe.)
Australian bands: Men At Work (’82), INXS, Split Enz, Midnight Oil, Icehouse, Divinyls, & Crowded House


Other Brit Invasion groups: Culture Club, Wham, Duran Duran, Pet Shop Boys, Men @ Work

HARD CORE: extreme variation of Punk – takes Ramones/Sex Pistols energy and pushed it: incredibly fast tempos, screaming nihilistic lyrics over chaotic wall of guitar chords -- simple riff-based songs (from San Francisco-Dead Kennedys & LA-the Germs, Black Flag, X, Circle Jerks; from Texas-Butthole Surfers)  


Audience develops slam dancing/moshing

TECHNO: 808 State (drum machine model #), Kraftwerk (German techno)

NEW BLUES: 
(Alligator records – new blues artists)


Stevie Ray Vaughn (revival of blues music)


Robert Cray


Eric Clapton
HEAVY METAL
started by Led Zeppelin (gives sex appeal and occult to heavy metal – Jimmi Page shows guitarists can play more than power chords) & Black Sabbath

Guitar riff=”weapon of choice”, dark/violent lyrics screamed by high pitched male lead singers was a counter-attack to mainstream pop & yuppie culture.


Black Sabbath members: Anthony “Tony” Iommi* (Blues Rock Guitar Sound), John “Ozzy” Osbourne (vocals), Jeremy “Geezer” Butler (bass), William “Bill” Ward (drums)

*Iommi plays with 3 fingers (having accidentally cut off his ring and middle fingers in a machine shop accident.)


Originally called Polka Tulk & was a jazz blues band


1st hit from Black Sabbath (song/lyric influences: Satan Worship, Drugs Snowblind=cocaine)

Slower tempo, accentuating bass, “screaming” guitar solo


2nd album Paranoia (sold 4 million+ copies) includes Paranoia, Iron Man, NIB
 Black Sabbath (vol IV), Masters of Reality (released in Aug ’71), Sabbath Bloody Sabbath featuring Rick Wakeman (YES) on keyboards

Iommi wanted a lighter sound with keyboards, etc… Ozzy didn’t & eventually leaves the group.  Replaced by Romie Jonies D.O., Geoff Nichols, Bill Ward has heart attack and replaced by Vinnie Appice.  D.O. & Vinnie leave in ’83, Ward returns.  Ian Gilliam (lead singer, Deep Purple) joins until Deep Purple reunion.

Dec 1997 reunion tour with 4 original members “Last Supper”; Feb 2001 reunion @ Oz Fest.

Top Influencing Bands

Led Zeppelin & Black Sabbath


Ozzy Osbourne (Satanism)


Judas Priest (dark “Sabbath” sound but harder, more “metal”


Iron Maiden (“evil-er than Priest”) changes lead singer to Bruce Dickenson (helps make them bigger “Arena Rock”) then band logo/mascot “Eddie” [human head]

Van Halen – “invited the girls and made it a party”

Metallica

Other influences: Alice Cooper (shock rock), Kiss (’75 – metals “1st live album” –over 4 million sales- and merchandizing), AC/DC (Australian – loud & brash)
(West Coast)
Motley Crue
(East Coast)
Bon Jovi

(most acclaimed) Guns ‘n Roses – not glam metal, transcend “hair band” status with Rolling Stones influenced sound   In ’87 1st video Welcome to the Jungle (Axl Rose-frontman/singer (and badboy image of group); Slash-guitar)
Appetite for Destruction (15 million copies-unheard of 1st press) “Sweet Child of Mine” opened for groups like Aerosmith and got huge! They bridge underground & pop audiences.
HAIR METAL (glam metal)     
Mixture of glam rock & heavy Metal combining heavy makeup with over-the-top clothing and mountains of hair sprayed locks, heavily distorted guitars and screaming melodic vocals. (Converted a huge portion of mainstream rock fans before their decline at the hands of the Seattle Grunge movement.)

(Strongest ~’87-88)  Poison, Skid Row, Warrant, Winger, Twisted Sister, Quiet Riot, Great White,

Bon Jovi, Cinderella, Def Leppard = “bigger is better” [hair].

Borrowed their image from artists like the NY Dolls & other glam rock bands but their musical roots are in heavy metal.  Used MTV as a medium to promote themselves.
Develops “power or monster” ballad

[Hollywood, CA]  Van Halen in LA club scene  1978 self titled album goes platinum 6x over!

David Lee Roth – singer/frontman – showmanship unparalleled in H.M. & Eddie Van Halen revolutionized guitar playing (played as no one else before him had.  Influenced everyone after him.)

( made H.M. more popular – scene is now thriving!

1980 –Metal’s golden year! (punk had died off) tons of albums out this year; by ’81 had own identity ( dance: head bang)

MTV was its visual medium!  Def Leppard (next generation Brit Band) is 1st H.M. MTV breakout band. (High & Dry – 1st album; Pyromania – 2nd album is 2nd highest album in 80’s just behind Thriller and is more pop-metal, has polished sound; crosses over into pop)  Their success raises the bar.  (MTV saves H.M.!)
Metal becomes fashionable – big sounds and big hair!


’82-’83 LA (sunset strip) ( Hair band scene

’83 Quiet Riot gets record deal, but mostly unknown until covertune (slade’s- Come On Feel the Noise)

’83 Metal Health LP #1 in U.S. (1st time HM had a song reach #1)

Motley Crue comes out of LA and are “decadent” 
-don’t care about consequences, go against grain of the time; debauchery – smash cop car windshield and pee in it.

Explosions  - shows are “big, better faster, harder/louder”

Mid 80s PMRC (Parent Music Resource Center)-


Dee Snyder lead singer of Twisted Sister becomes spokesperson for Rock ~ ‘85

PMRC wants to censor HM (the filthy 15- objectionable content – 9 were HM songs)

	1
	Prince
	Darling Nikki
	sex, masturbation 

	2
	Sheena Easton
	Sugar Walls
	sex 

	3
	Judas Priest
	Eat Me Alive
	sex 

	4
	Vanity
	Strap on Robbie Baby
	sex 

	5
	Mötley Crüe
	Bastard
	violence 

	6
	AC/DC
	Let Me Put My Love Into You
	sex 

	7
	Twisted Sister
	We're Not Gonna Take It
	violence 

	8
	Madonna
	Dress You Up
	sex 

	9
	W.A.S.P.
	Animal (Fuck Like A Beast)
	sex 

	10
	Def Leppard
	High 'n Dry
	drug and alcohol use 

	11
	Mercyful Fate
	Into The Coven
	occult 

	12
	Black Sabbath
	Trashed
	drug and alcohol use 

	13
	Mary Jane Girls
	In My House
	sex 

	14
	Venom
	Possessed
	occult 

	15
	Cyndi Lauper
	She-Bop
	sex, masturbation


Tipper Gore, wife of then Senator Al Gore, wants to add warning labels to records.  Explicit lyrics label added – establishment claims victory, but HM loved it b/c it sold albums!

If Guitar is HM “weapon” of choice then 1985 there’s a keyboard crisis—Van Halen Jump features keyboard (and if the leading guitarist of the time can do it…) rekindles argument: does keyboard belong in HM

Motley Crue (Tommy Lee) uses piano to create 1st power balled Home Sweet Home. Power balleds take bands past 4 million mark.  Metal bands start selling out, sound gets processed and then unplugged (Tesla)
Evidence of the end of Hair Metal (LA Glam Scene) – Decline of Western Civilization (part 2) “The Metal Years”  ( the party is over; casualty of itself!  (softened sound lost fan base).

Underground- Thrash Metal Anthrax (NY), Slayer (CA), Megadeth (LA), *Metallica* - leaders in new sound – (1st album Kill ‘em All))

In 1988 with Hair metal fading out Metallica gets nominated for 1st Metal Grammy Award (Jethro Tull wins… fans confused b/c JT’s not a metal band)

ALTERNATIVE
(college campuses) [Indie Rock: alternative outlet for non-mainstream music]

(in U.S.) REM, Sonic Youth


(in U.K.) The Smiths, Echo & the Bunneymen


The replacements, TIM


The Cure (start as punk but then take their own route, not enough others like them to start a movements

Technology:
Salvages the music industry (which was faltering under the weight of punk, disco, etc)


5” Compact Disc (is huge!) [later the multidisc player]

Replaces tapes/records

Baby boomers buy cds to replace the albums they already had

They start to broaden their musical tastes

Rekindle an interest in roots music
Walkman (Personal Tape Player)– new way to listen to music (you can easily take it with you!)
Boom Boxes

Drum Machines

Sequencers

Music Videos (MTV) – advertise popular artists & their releases. (Thriller helps set a standard for popular music videos for the remainder of the decade) 4 main types develop:
1. Performance video – artist in format of a concert

2. Dance video – present music largely in a dance format

3. Story video – tells a story, BUT may/may not have a direct relationship with lyrics

4. Fantasy video – rely heavily on computerized manipulation of visual images that may/may not relate to music

** Rock concerts today now often add a video dimension.  The result => Rock theater, a multimedia extravaganza!

MTV started in NYC (in the U.S.) in Europe the 1st song was Money for Nothing by the Dire Straits (starts with the line “I Want My MTV”)

The early format of the network was modeled after top 40 radio, hired young fresh-faced men & women to host programming and introduce videos (the term “VJ” = video jockey was coined)

Early videos were often crude promos/concert clips; as record companies quickly recognized the potential of the medium as a tool to gain recognition and publicity.  1980s bands immediately identifiable as MTV bands include Bon Jovi & Duran Duran, Madonna.
· 1st MTV Video Music Awards (as opposed to the often “Stuffy” Grammy Awards.

· After MTV’s programming changed to include more Heavy Metal and Rap, the network launched a 2nd network VH1 “Video Hits 1” in 1985 featuring more popular music

· At 1st MTV showed music videos full-toime but then added other shows (Beavis & Butthead, ‘reality shows”: The Real World, Jackass, Punk’d by second half of 1990s programming consisted of primarily non-music programming.
Record Companies relied on a small number of multiplatinum artists to create profit:

Michael Jackson
Madonna


Whitney Houston


Phil Collins


Janet Jackson


Prince


Bruce Springsteen

LIVE AID:
Michael Buerk’s BBC news reports on the 1984 Ethiopian famine shocks Britain.  Pop star Bob Geldof (Boomtown Rats, lead singer) writes Do They Know It’s Christmas with Midge Ure (lead singer/guitarist) to rasie $ for famine relief.  Records the song under the title Band Aid for Free.


Nov 25, 1984 - ~ 40 pop stars record single in West London (Sting, Phil Collins, George Michael, Bono, Duran Duran, Spanadau Ballet, Bananarama).  Released on Dec 7 = becomes fastest selling single ever and raises 8 million Pounds.


Live Aid July 13, 1985 – held simultaneously in Wembley Stadium (London, England) & JFK Stadium (NY, USA) & raises ~ 40 m pounds.  Performances included:U2, Queen, Madonna, Elton John. Phil Collins (who sang both in the UK & US), Eric Clapton, Mick Jagger, Tina Turner, Santana, The Who, Rick Springfield, Hall & Oates.


Other events: Farm Aid, We Are the World (*see handout)
