1950’s Decade – History of Rock notes


Certain elements have to be in place to create a new musical form & support it.
WWII ends – Baby Boomers (the RnR generation) – Life parallels the history of RnR. 76,000,000 youths

Pre-WWII
coming of age happened quickly; most people married before 20 y.o.a.

Post-WWII
distance between boy & man has increased creating the “teen years”

“Youth” becomes important!  (Baby boomers have extended the idea of youth.)

· Material or consumer culture needed.

· Baby boomers grew up “spoiled” (their parents wanted them to have what they themselves did not)

· People are buying more than ever.  Allowances & teen jobs give them the $ to buy.

· Technology – plays a part in RnR

· Transistor radio gave kids the freedom to listen to their own shows, programs, music.  Prior to this only available choice was the Console radio that dad controlled. (transistor radio=freedom!)

· 45 records become cheap, small and accessible

· Baby boomers felt special & that fostered adventure, idealism

· They connect pop music to their “image”

Who makes RnR occur?


African-American music = R&B (Black music is sexual – appeals to teens)

· Cleveland, OH – Alan Freed
(1st disc jockey and concert producer of RnR)

Rock n Roll explodes here!

Leo Mintz, owner of a local record store, tells Alan Freed that an increasing number of white teens are buying black music.

Alan Freed, radio announcer, decides to put R&B on the air (white station).  In order to sell it to others, he changes the name to Rock n Roll (slang for sex).  Now they’re on the white airwaves.
· In 1954, Dewey Phillips plays Elvis for the 1st time [see article on Elvis to prep for video]

· 1952 – Cleveland Arena hosts 1st RnR concerts

Who wrote the 1st RnR song??

1. Bill Haley & the Saddlemen (move from Michigan to NJ playing country music).  Is amazed by the feel of the music, so starts incorporating R&B into his music.  Changes his name to Bill Haley & the Comets [best known for their song, Rock Around the Clock].  Self proclaimed “King of RnR” they are the 1st Known RnR group, but don’t get the credit because ….

· Sound wasn’t very good

· Looked old (receding hairline)

· A little too early (world wasn’t ready yet…)

2. At same time, down south: Ike Turner & the Delta Rhythm Kings

Sam Phillips starts a record studio in Memphis, Tennessee & is willing to make “race” records & sell them (basically segregated).

Sam & Ike write a song with Jackie Brentson 1952, Rocket 88, (song about a car) raw guitar – black song.  Some people think it’s the 1st RnR song…
3. Fats Domino – New Orleans 1949, Fatman, No white input yet….

4. July 1954 – Memphis, Tenn – Sun Records Recording Studio

Sam Phillips looking for a white kid that sounded black.  Finds Elvis Presley (who wanted to be Dean Martin &/or James Dean – worked as a movie theater usher b/c he wanted to be a movie star.)  Records That’s Alright Mama with Scotty Moore (Guitar) & Bill Black (bass).  But maybe not the true birth of RnR – (Scotty’s guitar is more country sounding; It’s more of a blues & country song…)

5. Maybe it’s really 1955 Chuck Berry (no chance of being the King of RnR b/c he’s black).  Berry is a huge country & western fan.  Writes Maybelline.  Based on Ida Red, a country song.  He writes it as a RnR song with RnR guitar.
Who’s who after 1956:
Little Richard

Fats Domino

Jerry Lee Lewis

Carl Perkins

Johnny Cash

Bo Diddley – (known for popularizing one of the foundational rhythms of rock and roll: the Bo Diddley beat. This African-based 4/4 rhythm pattern (which goes bomp-bomp-bomp bomp-bomp)
Les Paul – (performer & inventor of 1st solid body electric guitar)

Within a year, RnR starts to expand to other branches

· Rockabilly – had a more “white” sound -- Most rockabilly artists were:
· white

· Southern
· Guitar players

· Had slicked back hair (a certain look)

· (up North) Doo Wop (urban sound) [some historians consider 1954 cover Sh’Boom by the Crew Cuts to be the 1st RnR sound]
Other Doo-wop groups include: The Platters, Frankie Lymon & the Teenagers, Clyde McPhatter & the Drifters

By 1956, RnR is here! (Hollywood: teen pics – “stupid, stupid” movies)

By the end of the 1950’s, RnR is indeed a form – Fats Domino, Chuck Berry call themselves RnR.

Elvis Aaron Presley (Born: January 8, 1935 – died: August 16, 1977)
· Twin brother of (stillborn) Jesse Garon

· Gets 1st recognition for singing in the 5th grade (10 yoa) & receives guitar the following January

· Summer after graduating HS, he begins recording songs at Sun Records Studios (anyone could record a 10” acetate for $4…) & eventually gets noticed by Sam Phillips.  On July 5, 1954, he along with Scotty Moore & Bill Black record 3 songs for Sun Records (I Love You Because, Blue Moon of Kentucky and That’s All Right Mama).  Two days later Dewey Phillips plays That’s All Right Mama on his radio show.  Audience response is overwhelming!  On Sept. 25, Elvis makes 1st & last appearance on the Grand Ol Opry. 
· In Oct. he appears on the Louisiana Hayride (radio program & then in March of ’55 on tv)– pre-Bandstand TV show.  Elvis plays there a lot and decides on a drummer (Dominic Joseph “D.J.” Fontana).

· Eventually finds his most well-known manager, Col. Tom Parker.

· Parker negotiates for RCA to buy Elvis’s contract from Sun Records for $35,000.

· Presley becomes a National Star in ’56.  Appears on the Dorsey Bros’s Stage Show tv program, as well as, the Milton Berle Show, Steve Allen, & Ed Sullivan tv shows.

· Col. Parker officially becomes manager in March ’56 earning 25% of all earnings.

· In August begins 1st film, Love Me Tender (released 3 mths later & recoups its filming cost of $1 million in 3 days.  Releases 11 singles that year (all certify gold!) (1st rock star to successfully crossover into films.) 2nd Film, Loving You, released July ‘57

· Early ’57 nicknamed “Elvis the Pelvis”.  On Jan 6, last of 3 appearances on Ed Sullivan is shown only from the waist up.

· Dec ’57 receives Draft notice, but given 30 day deferment to finish King Creole movie.  Enters Army on March 24, 1958; a few months later he went on leave to be with his sick mother.  She dies the day after he arrives back in Memphis.  Serves 2 years & is discharged in Jan 1960.
· During time in service Col Parker continues to release singles so fans don’t forget him.

· Meets Priscilla Beaulieau in Germany – they marry on May 1, 1967 and have one child (Lisa Marie on Feb 1, 1968)
· Off stage he was plagued w/ self-doubt, poor management, & basic dissatisfaction w/ life. Turns to prescription drugs.  By late 60’s he an almost total recluse

· Towards the end of his life he would babble incoherently on stage & rip his pants, having grown obese, & @ least once collapse on stage.

· Despite deteriorating health, Presley maintains a frantic tour schedule

· In 1973, Col Parker negotiates a deal w/ RCA to the rights of his masters in exchange for a lump sum payment of which only 2.8 million came to him.  After ’73, Parker was earning nearly 50% commission & Presley wasn’t earning royalties on records recorded before ’73.  He was, by the mid-70’s, facing impending financial disaster.

· June 26, 1977 Presley performs live for the last time in Indianapolis, Indiana
· August 16, 1977 the day before his next show he is discovered by his girlfriend, Ginger Alden, dead in his bathroom @ Graceland.

Loving You (somewhat biographical) – when a down to earth guy goes too high too fast.  [Contains an album worth of songs] Mom & Dad in the audience

Jailhouse Rock (semi-biographical plot) – brooding ex-con thrust into the starlight of Hollywood
1956 – Starts the anti-RnR movement (almost immediately w/ birth of RnR the anti-RnR movement starts)

1959 – Rock N Roll almost dies!

· Payloa scandal (Alan Freed)

· Elvis – drafted into the army

· Jerry Lee Lewis – marries his 13 year old cousin

· Chuck Berry – jailed for violation of the Mann Act (taking a woman over state lines for the purpose of sexual activity)

· Little Richard – leaves music for the ministry

· “The Day the Music Died” Big Bopper, Ritchie Vales, Buddy Holly all killed in a plane crash (inspiration for Don McLean’s American Pie)

· J. Edgar Hoover, head of the F.B.I. - blames RnR on the Russians (Communism)
· Movies start to relate juvenile delinquency & drugs, pre-marital sex to RnR

(Black Board Jungle – shows teens @ their worst and blames RnR by playing Rock Around the Clock while showing those negative events – teens dancing in the aisles & ripping up seats)

1950’s also had “the Beat Culture” – (started by Jack Kerouac) was the underground culture that was into drugs [coffee houses, poetry readings, etc….]

